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A few weeks later General Dearborn, after his
repeated failures to shake the British grip on
the Niagara front and the misfortunes which had
darkened his campaigns, was retired according to
his wish. But the American nation was not yet
rid of its unsuccessful generals. James Wilkinson,
who was inscrutably chosen to succeed Dearborn,
was a man of bad reputation and low professional
standing. "The selection of this unprincipled im-
becile," said Winfield Scott, "was not the blunder
of Secretary Armstrong." Added to this, Wilkin-
son was a man of broken health. He was shifted
from command at New Orleans because the South-
ern Senators insisted that he was untrustworthy
and incompetent. The regular army regarded him
with contempt.

Secretary Armstrong endeavored to mend mat-
ters by making his own headquarters at Sackett's
Harbor, where the next offensive, directed against
Montreal, was planned under his direction. Suc-
cess hung upon the cooperation and junction of two
armies moving separately, the one under Wilkinson
descending the St. Lawrence, the other under Wade
Hampton setting out from Plattsburg on Lake
Champlain. The fact that these two officers had
hated each other for years made a difficult problem